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Gas Seminar and Flights in Albuquerque
by Barbara Fricke & the Participants

A gas balloon seminar, organized by Harris “Goodie”
Goodwin, was held at the AIBF office in Albuquerque on
April 4, 2002. The evening seminar was for anyone
interested in learning more about gas ballooning.
Approximately 40 people attended the seminar, and all felt
it was excellent. Speakers and topics for this seminar were:
Richard Abruzzo – the flight
Peter Cuneo – lifting gas physics
Matt Guthrie – preparation and assembly
George Hahn – in-flight communications
George and JD Huss – FAA Regulations
Randy LeFevre – gas balloon weather
Randy Sloan – gas handling and safety
Mark Sullivan – flight distances for America’s
Challenge and Gordon Bennett
As a follow-up to the seminar, a flight was planned for
the next full moon, so attendees could get some hands on
experience and a chance for flight time.
On June 30th, the weather was finally good, the moon
was full, and three hydrogen gas balloons took off from
Fiesta field for an overnight flight. The three balloonists
were: Mark Sullivan with student pilots Cheri White, Jerry
Sebby, and John Ninomiya; Richard Abruzzo with Matt
Guthrie; and Bruce Hale with student pilots Rick Portmore
and Eric Greenwood. They launched around sunset,
heading northwest before turning north and finally going
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east around the north side of the Sandia mountains and
continuing east the rest of the night. All three
balloons landed around sunrise in eastern New
Mexico. Accounts of the flights follow.

Richard Abruzzo’s Reminiscences
We were able to make two gas flights in recent
months on May 12th and June 23rd.
The first flight occurred after waiting weeks for
the evening winds to subside enough to allow
reasonable launch conditions. Flying with me were
Lt. Col. Marty Holland of the N.M. Air National
Guard and Tim Willis a local businessman and friend.
Marty had provided me the incredible opportunity to
fly with him in his F-16 this past November, and I felt
compelled to somehow show my appreciation. An
overnight gas balloon flight seemed the perfect thing.
If anything it would be a very different form of air
travel than he was used to. The flight track was
interesting in that we went due west toward Mt. Taylor
and then NW to Cabezon Peak. After enduring
constant complaining from the jet fighter that we were
moving too slowly, I descended into a canyon and
pointed out proudly that my aircraft was performing a
feat that his F-16 could never accomplish. We sat for
Continued on Page 2
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EDITORS’ COLUMN
by Peter Cuneo & Barbara Fricke

Has the last gas ballooning frontier been
conquered?
Our congratulations to Steve
Fossett and to all of his team members (many
who are BFA gas division members) for an
outstanding job. Included in this issue are
some comments from Bert Padelt about
preparations for Steve’s flight, and his lost hat
story, very interesting.
Gas balloonists have been busy around
Albuquerque during the spring.
A great
seminar was organized by Goodie Goodwin
and crew. Enthusiastic “want-to-be” gas pilots
and crew members participated. This was
followed by several gas training flights with
five gas student pilots getting in the air for the
first time. It was an outstanding seminar and
great flights, according to those who flew.
Reports from some of the participants are
included here.
Election time is here. In this issue, the
three board candidates have given us
information on themselves. Please read these
notes and then VOTE! The board members
work hard so all of us can enjoy our sport.
Best Wishes to our BFA teams who will be
flying in the 46th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon
Bennett in Châtellerault, France this year. The
US teams are: Richard Abruzzo with Carol
Rymer Davis, David Levin with Mark Sullivan
and Shane Robinson with Lesley Pritchard.
The event dates are August 31 to September 8.
We hope our teams have great flights and bring
the Gordon-Bennett back to US soil.
We hope to see you in Albuquerque in
October. And, stay tuned for reports on both
Fiesta and GB events in the next issue!

Peter & Barbara
DISCLAIMER: Information contained in this newsletter
is the most up-to-date and correct information possible.
The editors, the BFA and its Gas Division officers are
not responsible for the accuracy of the material printed.
Opinions expressed in it are solely those of the
individual authors and are not an expression of the
official views of the editors, the officers of the BFA or
its Gas Division.

almost a half-hour at a fixed point in space, the GPS
displaying a speed of 0.0 and the variometer needle stuck
on zero. So impressed was he that he promptly went to
sleep. This allowed Tim and I ample opportunity to
disparage his character. Our landing was surprisingly fast
considering our initial impact was right at official sunrise.
Winds were out of the east at 20 to 30 mph. Tim’s ankle
and the coffee thermos had an altercation during the less
than perfect landing, resulting in one shattered thermos and
one significantly sprained ankle.
The second flight was conducted on a perfect evening
except for the tremendous amount of smoke from the
Arizona fires. Fellow gas balloon pilot Matt Guthrie, and I
launched prior to sunset, and on the way out of the field we
had a great view of the other two balloons preparing for
launch. We ascended slowly all the way up to 11,500 feet
and I laid down for a nap.
An hour or so later Matt
woke me up and pointed off
to the south. A lightning
storm had formed right over
the Sandia Mountains and
was zapping the hell out of
the crest. We plotted our
position and were glad to
have about 20 miles
separation with a track away
from the storm. The rest of
the night was beautiful with
a full moon, but visibility
was somewhat reduced due
to the smoke. We intended
to land by a paved road near
Santa Rosa Reservoir but
Richard Abruzzo and Matt
ended up landing well to the
Guthrie’s launch.
Photo by Ruth Gardner north because my cell phone
fell out of the basket, and I
had Matt land so I could go look for it. I never did find the
phone so we figured the cows could use it if they could just
push those tiny buttons with their hooves. It was some 30 or
40 miles of twisting dirt roads to civilization so it took our Mr.
Butterfield a little while to find us.

Cheri White’s Reminiscences
After having flown hot air balloons for over 25 years and
having listened to the noise of the burner, the thing that made
the biggest impression on me was the peacefulness of just
floating with total silence in the gas balloon. It was so silent
when we took off we could hear the golf balls from the
Academy whizzing past our faces. That is until Mark decided
we were maybe a bit too low and that the golfers below were
possibly taking aim on us. We dropped some sand and off we
went into the peaceful, dark night. A couple of us were
already dozing off when we saw the lightning back towards
Continued on Page 3
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Albuquerque. Mark was immediately on the radio
trying to get an idea of where the cell was and its
speed and direction. We determined that it was about
15 miles away and moving at only one mph. We were
all wide awake and watched some really amazing
bolts of electricity hit the ground. It was the night
before the full moon, but unfortunately, the haze from
the fires in Arizona kept us from enjoying the stars.
Visibility finally cleared after we were about 40 miles
from Albuquerque.
My favorite memories of the flight are from the
middle of the night listening to the coyotes howl
below us and the cow that sounded like she was giving
birth and then the humor of listening to one of the
other pilots trying to describe his location in reference
to the moon. I was nervous that I would not be able to
sleep but after I saw how the balloon just stays at
equilibrium and that the only thing to do was to keep
track of our location on the map and make sure we
were still traveling along the right track, I laid down in
the bottom of the basket and slept. We had a beautiful
landing in the morning on the road with Goodie, our A
Team chase, right there assisting us. After a quick
pack-up among the cows we headed off to breakfast,
showers and sleep. Needless to say, I am really
hooked on gas ballooning and can not wait for the
next flight.

Jerry Sebby, Mark Sullivan, Cheri White, and John
Ninomiya ready for launch.
Photo by Peter Cuneo

Bruce Hale’s Reminiscences
We began to show up at Balloon Fiesta Park
about 3:30 PM Sunday afternoon. I was the first to
arrive, and was very excited to be getting ready to
take even a short flight, and log a little more
experience. I knew this was not a drill. We were
going to fly.
Rick and Eric, and their crews filled the sand
bags while I helped Goodie open the fence and hook

Eric Greenwood, Bruce Hale, and Rick Portmore
launching. They were the last balloon off.
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up the grounding array. It wasn’t very long before the
bags were filled, and the gas truck showed up. Randy
Sloan and the TriGas guys are great. They have done
this enough times for Fiesta, Mark Sullivan, and
Richard Abruzzo that they have the drill down pat.
We all began to lay out and get our gear together.
John Ground and Randy LeFevre gave a final check on
weather (which was hot, but perfect for flying), and
briefed us collectively and individually. They, too,
have got the drill down very well. They are a couple of
the best weather guys around.
As we took turns inflating, it all began to come
together around 8:00 PM. Richard had a small problem
when his diffuser came undone unexpectedly.
Fortunately, no one was in the way, and it was at the
beginning of the stand up, so we were able to get it back
in. I had a small problem with the vent line getting
tangled, but Hopper was there with a 20-foot pole, and
saved the day.
We lifted off around 8:30 PM and drifted westnorthwest at about five mph. As we slowly ascended to
about 6500 feet msl, we turned straight north. For a
little over two hours we headed toward Bernalillo going
nowhere fast. Richard radioed that he was at 11,000
feet msl and heading about 30-40 degrees at 11mph.
As we climbed over the Ortiz Mountains to about
11,000 msl our direction changed to almost due east,
and our speed picked up as well. Although not really
all that fast, 20 mph seemed a good clip after hanging
between Balloon Fiesta Park and Bernalillo for such a
long time.
About the time we cleared the Ortiz Mountains, we
noticed lightning back toward Albuquerque. Mark
Sullivan asked Goodie, in the chase vehicle, to call John
Continued on Page 4
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Ground and ask about the probability for problems.
None of us were all that enthused about having those
“hot pokie things”, as Richard puts it, near us at all.
John assured us that it wouldn’t present a problem. The
lightning was over 35 miles away, and moving away
from us. After a couple hours or so, it quit.
We settled some from 11,000 feet msl to around
9,000 msl due to cooling. We pretty much stayed there,
except for when Rick and Eric played in the sand box.
We tried to let them get the feel for coming up through
float altitude and stabilizing before getting into a wave
action. We would ballast a little and rise, trying to get
the stabilization technique to work, mess with a while,
and try again. As it turned out, none of us could quite
get it right. I guess that’s why we call these adventures
training flights. Not just to expose new pilots to the
experience, but also to help us all gain more
proficiency.
The sun began to come up just as we flew over
Trementina, NM. There is one huge private runway out
there and a strange looking compound. We had a little
fun speculating about what it may be. Some of our
guesses were a little silly, but it was fun anyway.
We flew on, and soon we could see Conchas Lake.
There were very few roads under us, and the map
showed none beyond Conchas until we got into Texas.
We decided to land just after clearing the lake. We had
wanted to do a couple of landings and take offs, but it
was generally warm enough to know that the thermals
would be along soon, and with no roads, we decided
landing was good.
We did a really good decent down to about 100 feet
agl and let out the dragline. Playing with the valve for
a few minutes, we finally danced along the ground and
did a perfect stand up landing about 100 feet from the
last road.
Our hats were off to Blaine Sant and Vic Segura
who were less than 10 minutes from us. Both Blaine
and Vic were last minute chase crew when those who
were originally scheduled had to back out for work
reasons. It’s great to have friends who can fill in on a
moments notice.
All in all, everyone had a great time. We met Mark
Sullivan and his crew in Santa Rosa for breakfast/lunch
while Richard combed the range looking for his cell
phone that was accidentally dropped from the basket.
When we all got back to town, it was pretty much
agreed that we had a textbook flight. The weather was
exactly what it was predicted to be, and the stand up
landing was very reassuring. Especially considering
how some of us landed last fall during America’s
Challenge.
We are ready to do it again soon and are hoping for
many more future flights.

Rick Portmore’s Reminiscences
What can I say, but WOW!!! This was quite an
experience! From the start to the finish, this type of
ballooning is so different than hot air ballooning.
We started by filling sand bags, then we equipped the
basket with lights, radios, transponder, emergency gear,
flare gun, rain gear, head lights, drinking water, and a lot
of the sand bags. I believe there were 94 sand bags at the
start of inflation. We then laid out the envelope and all the
riggings (to attach the envelope to the basket). There was
so much to do and so many details to pay attention to prior
to the inflation of the envelope. Once started, it was really
quite something to observe and participate in.
The initial inflation was a lot faster than I anticipated.
When this was complete and the balloon fully inflated,
everything was double-checked and triple-checked, and we
proceeded to load ourselves, the crew. Bruce Hale was
pilot, with Eric Greenwood and myself as student pilots.
After dropping off many sand bags, we were off the
ground and on our way! Our flight began at about 9:15
PM, and we were landed about 12 hours later.
It was totally a wonderful and exciting experience!
Beginning with thunderstorms after lift-off to a mean
badger chasing our drop rope at the end. There is so much
to talk about, and we, as new crew, learned so much from
the entire experience.
This type of ballooning is really something to try! In
closing, I'd like to thank Bruce Hale and all the people that
helped to make this dream come true.
■

Statistics on Gordon Bennett and America’s
Challenge Flights
by Barbara Fricke

During the gas balloon seminar, Mark Sullivan
presented some interesting information comparing gas
ballooning in Europe and the US . He showed maps that
indicated the past and the projected intensity of air traffic
throughout Europe. According to Mark, the very dense
projections in Europe may soon make the US the only
viable option for gas ballooning distance competitions.
Mark also presented statistics on distances flown for
the Gordon Bennett and the America’s Challenge races. I
collected some more data on these two events.
The Gordon Bennett Race allowed balloons up to
2,300 m3 in early years. Since the restart of the race in
1983, only 1,000 m3 balloons have been allowed. Since
1983, 15 Gordon Bennett flights have been longer than
1,500 km. The longest was in 1993 from Albuquerque to
Wisconsin, 1,832 km flown by Josef Starkbaum of Austria.
In the six America’s Challenge races, 21 flights have
gone further than 1,500 km. Seven of those flights were
over 2,000 km, with one flight covering 3,215 km (David
and Alan Levin in 2002). Of the 86 America’s Challenge
flights flown, 35 flights have been longer than 1,000 km.■
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Preparing for Steve Fossett’s Solo Flight
by Bert Padelt (via e-mail)
The details of Steve Fossett’s RTW flight are
well known, but the preparation has not been as
well documented. Bert Padelt’s on-site reports
provide insight into why Steve was successful.

Sunday, June 2
Hello to all,
We finally arrived in Northam yesterday afternoon.
Travel time was close to 40 hours. I was very tired last
night but was back up by four this morning. My body
is still on Pennsylvania time. Time difference is 12
hours. This works well since I only have to look at my
watch, and I know it is just the opposite time at home.
Just the core group of us is here now, Dennis Brown,
Tim Cole, and myself. John Kugler will arrive in a
few days. Also here are Shorty Ryan and his brother
Tony, two locals who were a great help to us last year.
It looks like Budweiser is really coming through on the
sponsorship. There will be two Budweiser reps here
next week to decorate the hotel bar for the 4th of July.
Of course, two pallets of Bud Light are already here!
Today we will be sorting through the equipment. The
container with the ethane gas is already here, and by
9:00 AM the other containers will clear customs. It
will take us four or five days to get the equipment
ready, and in place. Then the Met guys will begin
watching for a window to start taking shape. Steve
will be notified, and will be on site soon afterwards.
Bert
Monday, June 3
To all,
Today we will start filling the 36 fuel tanks. Each tank
for this flight is 60 gallons, stands about 7 feet high,
and weighs about 400 pounds when full. Two tanks
will be used to run the vapor pilot lights on the six
burners and in the heater. The propane tanks will be
filled with 75% propane and 25% ethane. Flight
temperatures will be below the boiling point of
propane so we must use an ethane mix in the propane
to lower the boiling point. Adding the ethane to the
fuel is hard work since the ethane bottles are heavy and
have to be inverted to allow the internal pressure to
force the liquid out since there is no dip tube. It will
take about two bottles of ethane per tank. We started
filling the tanks today. The truck driver made the joke
of the day. As I was up on the platform at the top of
the tanks, and Dennis was starting to turn on the valve,
the truck driver asked Dennis if he understood the
steps in case of an emergency. Dennis just stared at
him, as the driver said "Big ones!"...On to the ethane.
Bert

Tuesday June 4
Today the filling of the propane tanks is complete.
This process took longer than we thought. Due to the
size of these tanks, they are hard to move around. Due
to the fact that we are mixing the fuel, we had to fill by
weight rather than meter. Each tank was brought to the
scale on a forklift, fueled, and then moved back. This
process was done 36 times, and it was just Dennis and
I involved in the fueling. In addition to this we now
have to deal with media and press that are coming
around a lot now, which slows up our work. It was
also raining off and on all day. However, we were
treated to a beautiful sunset as we were filling the last
tank. The clouds departed just as the sun was going
down. Nice, it was a real barn burner!
Bert
Wednesday, June 5
The ethane is now in the tanks, and the fueling is
complete. The ethane process was even more grueling
than the propane. Again it was Dennis and I doing
this. Each tank weighs about l50 pounds and holds 10
gallons of ethane. Two tanks of ethane were put into
each tank of propane. Each tank was slid onto a hand
truck, strapped on, and then lifted up. With the tank
valve on the bottom, it was turned on and the liquid
was then transferred to the fuel tank. 68 tanks later,
the process was done! We just heard from Steve
tonight. Launch status has now gone code yellow for
June 12th. Spirits are high, however I have done this
enough to know things could easily change.
Bert
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Thursday, June 6
Today was a slower day, spent going over the inflation
schedule. The capsule is ready to go with
communications and burner checks complete. Andy
Milk, who has been hired as the technician for the
documentary of this flight, will finish installing the
onboard cameras on Friday. The capsule will have all
lettering done on Saturday. The weather has been cold
and windy with on and off showers for the last few
days. Sill code yellow for a June 12 launch.
Bert
Friday, June 7
Today we pulled the hot air cone out on a tarp so that
Dennis and I could NICO press the tank cables onto
the forged rings of the cone. This is where we will
hang the fuel tanks as the envelope is being inflated.
The helium hose was set out to be already in place for
the inflation. When we start to inflate the envelope,
we will have three hoses, one for the top tent balloon,
and one for each appendix on either side of the
envelope. The flight bags have been filled with sand.
The trail ropes were laid out, and then packed in bags.
There are two on this balloon. We made up the dead
man that will hold 700 pounds of sand. It will be cut
to launch Steve. With 700 pounds off, Steve will
climb out at about 600 feet per minute. We are now at
the point of waiting, and will be double-checking
everything we have done. The weather already seems
to be breaking up for a June 12 launch. This comes as
no surprise. We will probably go through two or three
more before we come across the right window.
Bert
Tuesday, June 11
As of now, it is still yellow for a launch early Saturday
morning. We will know this morning if the current
weather pattern is holding. If things are still looking
good, we will start to lay out and rig the balloon this
afternoon. We will then finish in the morning, and
cover it up. There is a strong cold front coming
through on Thursday with a lot of rain. We will start
the inflation late Friday night, and have Steve ready to
launch Saturday morning. Yesterday was spent going
over inflation and equipment. Capsule lettering was
also finished yesterday. Looks like things are starting
to happen. Will try to send an update today.
Bert
Wednesday, June 12
Today, we finished laying out, and rigging the balloon.
It took a total of 12 hours to complete this project.
Twelve steps are taken to rig this balloon:
1. Assemble the bottom waist coat.
2. Lay out the gas cell.
3. Attach the bottom waist coat to gas cell.

4. Lay out and attach hot air cone to the gas cell.
5. Crawl thru the gas cell, ensure all lines are straight.
6. Rig of the deflation ports.
7. Install the gas valve.
8. Attach the top tent balloon to the top tent.
9. Attach the bottom of the top tent to the gas cell.
10. Attach the top of the top tent to the gas cell.
11. Attach each appendix to the balloon’s side.
12. Install the eight solar panels.
The total balloon, when layed out, is 200 feet long, l50
feet wide and weighs about 4,500 pounds. The gas cell
is 550,000 cubic feet. The top tent balloon alone is
22,000 cubic feet. This is the size of the Yellow Wolf,
a gas balloon once owned by Connie Wolf and later
passed on to Tony and Mike Fairbanks. This was the
balloon that I did most of my early gas flying in. Since
rain is coming in on Thursday, and we are still yellow
for a Friday night inflation, we had to have the balloon
ready to go today. Otherwise, Friday could be a 24
hour day. We covered the entire balloon with a
200x150 foot plastic tarp, and bagged it down with
sand bags. Steve came into town today. He seems
ready to make this flight happen. At dinner tonight, I
asked him how his weight was, and if we were going
to use eight bags of sand for his weight when we bring
the balloon up to equilibrium. He commented that he
had lost some weight since last year, and perhaps the
bag count should be seven and 7/16ths.
Bert
Thursday, June 13, 3:30 AM
The storm that was forecast is here. There was a
knock on my door. Tim was informing me the security
guard had just called, and the tarp was trying to lift off
of the balloon. The wind was gusting to 25 knots, and
the rain was coming down in sheets. Tim, Dennis, and
I rushed out to the airport to find the tarp blowing, but
not off of the envelope. We spent an hour weathering
the storm and putting more bags on the tarp. The wind
has blown hard the rest of today. We have secured the
tarp with even more bags. There is a lot of water on
the tarp, however, we did not want to remove it today
because of the wind. We will start to remove the water
in the morning. In talking with Steve tonight, he was
still waiting for the weather to come in. He said he
was not good at predicting the weather however, he
has gotten pretty good at predicting his meteorologist
Luc Trullemans. He thinks Tuesday night will be the
night. We shall see.
Bert
Friday, June 14
The wind is blowing today. At breakfast, Steve gave
the weather. He is calling for a launch for next
Wednesday.
Bert
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Monday Evening, June 17
The wind blew all day today, gusting up to 30 knots at
times. We were fighting the wind and rain and trying
to keep the tarp from blowing up. So far everything is
O.K. We are expecting the wind to die down
overnight. We hope to be able to start taking water off
the top of the tarp in the morning. Steve is flying to
Bali with his two pilots in the morning. He has asked
Tim, Dennis, and myself to fly with them. Under the
conditions we have now, we had to say no. Have to
get this problem taken care of first.
Bert
Tuesday, June 18
Looks like today is the day. As of last night the RTW
pattern has slowed however was still very good. Luc
wants to have Steve launched by 6 AM Wed. morning.
We have eight hours of work to get the system ready to
inflate. There is a cold front coming through this
morning with wind and rain forecast. By midnight
tonight, the forecast calls for wind less than five knots,
and no more rain. Looks like we may be working in
the rain, which means the envelope could get wet.
Will know more at breakfast this morning. This will
be a 24 hour day. I will be in touch on the other end.
Bert
Thursday, June 20
This was the hardest inflation I have ever been
involved with. The winds were not cooperating;
meanwhile the pressure was on to get Steve launched
into a weather window that at best only comes around
once a year. In addition, the balloon was laid out in
the complete opposite direction of the wind, and had
quite a bit of water on it from the rains we had had
only six hours earlier. We inflated the top tent balloon
at 1:00 in the morning. It started to spinnaker and lift
the envelope toward the capsule, now with all 36 fuel
tanks attached. We stopped the inflation. The top tent
balloon has no deflation system. Once inflated, the
only way to deflate it is to cut it. If the wind kept
blowing, I was prepared to go up on a cherry picker,
and cut the balloon. The cherry picker was brought
into place as we waited. We watched the wind blow in
the wrong direction through the early morning hours.
Around five in the morning the wind was starting to
calm a little bit but was still in the wrong direction.
Dennis and I started trying to convince Tim we should
start inflating the balloon. We both knew that if Steve
missed this window, we would be down here for two
more weeks, repairing and drying out a wet balloon.
Steve finally made the decision for us. He did not
want to miss this window and felt that damaging the
balloon was worth the gamble. We on the other hand
did not want to come home without launching him,

only to explain how the balloon was destroyed. The
gamble paid off. At 6:00 we started the inflation. As
the balloon filled with helium, it started to drag toward
the capsule, and fuel tanks. To counteract this we
pointed six inflator fans, running at full speed, at the
envelope. This seemed to help slow the balloon down
as it was dragging toward the capsule. It was a matter
of timing. Would the balloon lift in time, or would it
drag over the capsule and at the same time upset the
fuel tanks as it went? As the envelope was dragging
toward the capsule, I noticed there were about 100
gallons of water running down the envelope toward its
base. I was standing on top of the capsule with Tim,
we both could see it was going to be close. At the last
second the balloon started to lift as Dennis passed the
skirt hoop to Tim and me. We took the hand off, and
lifted the skirt hoop over the tanks and burners. The
balloon was standing! The rest of the inflation went
very smoothly as we gained control. Just prior to
launch, the emotions started coming back that I have
always had during these launches. It is hard to explain,
and perhaps the only person that I know other than the
four of us that could understand this is Mike Fairbanks
from when he launched Tom Gatch on his transatlantic
flight in l974. With seconds to go, I looked Steve in
the eye. He looked back. I said ‘Good Luck’, and
with that Dennis and I cut the 600 pound dead man.
God speed, Steve Fossett.
Bert
Friday, June 21
As Dennis and I flew to Sydney yesterday on our way
home, our captain came on the radio and announed that
in a few minutes something would be coming up
outside our right window. Dennis and I both jumped
up knowing exactly what he was talking about. Sure
enough there was Steve at 21,000 feet! What a
beautiful sight!.
Bert
In Retrospect
It is sometimes hard to believe
that this project is now over. I
think all involved had a good
feeling that this flight would
be the one. However it was
never easy. From the time we
arrived in Australia, to the
time Steve landed in Australia,
new issues continued to come
up. We stayed focused as a
team, however, the credit must
go to Steve. He flew an incredible flight. With the
help of Luc and David, he was able to dodge three
storms, fly at times only 400 feet above the ocean, and
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at times above 30,000 feet. For the 14 days he was in
the air, he flew in the weather, not above it, breathing
oxygen the whole time, and operating on an average of
four hours of sleep a day. He flew south of the 60th
parallel with temperatures of minus 50o Fahrenheit. In
addition to all of this, when the time came he
successfully brought this huge balloon down and
landed it. I know of no other person that could have
made this flight.
After everything that has been said and done, I have a
personal trophy that will be coming back to me. As we
were rigging the balloon for flight back in Northam, I
lost my Solo Spirit hat that I had been wearing since
we arrived. I remember getting quite upset about
losing this hat. This hat came from the flight a year
earlier, and was well broken in. It was a nice surprise
when Tim called me from Australia as he was
dismantling the balloon after Steve landed. "I found
your hat between the waist coat and the gas cell". My
hat flew around the world!
■

ABQ Gas Balloon Club Notes
by Harris “Goodie” Goodwin

ALBUQUERQUE REPEATER:
As of July 9th, the Albuquerque Gas Ballooning
Association’s first of two planned repeaters is in
operation on the 70 cm Amateur Radio Band. It operates
on 444.575MHz output / 449.575MHz input with a PL
tone of 162.2 Hz. The call sign is KB5GAS. It’s Sandia
Crest location gives excellent coverage except possibly in
Tijeras Canyon. Ground based reception should be 50 to
70 miles while from balloons expect up to 100 miles,
depending on terrain and altitude.
FCC regulations require a valid Amateur Radio
Operator’s License with privileges for the 70 cm band,
use of individual’s own call sign, and operation within all
FCC rules including the prohibition against commercial
use. This means the repeater may not be used when
engaged in any paid flight operations.
This is an "open" repeater. Priority of use is for club
members and other gas balloonists during flight/chase
operations, training and general welfare. Transmissions
should be short and to the point so that others may use
the system. Absolute priority is given to Emergency and
SAR activity.

For more information check
http://www.gasballooning.org

Steve Fossett’s flight track.

http://www.spiritoffreedom.com/
************

FAI’S ROUND THE WORLD RULES.
A detailed explanation of the rules governing
Round the World record attempts is given at the
following website

http://www.fai.org/ballooning/rtw2-98.asp
The pertinent sections are:
4.8.3. RTW Record Rules
4.8.4 Definitions and Explanations
(Thanks to Julian Nott for locating this for us.)

■

GAS BALLOON WEB SITE:
The web site for the Albuquerque Gas
Ballooning Association is devoted to gas ballooning,
regardless where it is happening, and contains
information and gas race results. Also included are
bios of gas balloonists, some with photos. If you
want to be listed on the site, just get your
information to Goodie. The site is also available for
gas balloonists to receive and send e-mail.
The tracks of the latest gas balloon flights out of
Albuquerque are on the web site under Training
Flight News. Check out the site and reach Goodie
■
at http://www.gasballooning.org.
************
GAS BALLOON for SALE
1986 GBN-41-1000 N767SP Sky Power 1,000 cm
Helium System, Ground Cloth, Inflation Bags, Flight
Bags, Valve, Net, Envelope, Load Ring, Gondola, Drag
Rope, No avionics; 6 Flights
With fresh annual $20,000, or best offer.
Rusty Elwell, Amarillo, Texas, 806-359-8019
RustyBK@aol.com
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2002 Gas Division Officers

Chairman’s Column
by Richard Abruzzo

CHAIRMAN

Richard Abruzzo - term expires: 2004
groms@sandiapeak.com
VICE-CHAIRMAN

Bert Padelt - term expires: 2003
Bestavi@aol.com
SECRETARY

Mark Sullivan - term expires: 2002
marksullivan@gasballooning.org
TREASURER

John R. Kugler - term expires: 2003
jethro@flynh3.com
DIRECTORS

Rusty Elwell - term expires: 2004
rustybd@apl.com
Randy Woods - term expires: 2002
rwoods@teamrat.com

ELECTIONS
Candidates for the two Gas Division Board positions
are:
Troy Bradley
Tim Cole
Mark Sullivan
TROY BRADLEY
I am seeking a position on the Gas Division Board. I
will tirelessly work for what you, the constituents, want.
In my prior terms on this board, I spent a tremendous
amount of time listening. I would frequently call
constituents, I would write letters to let everyone know
what was going on, and I traveled around the country to
attend BFA meetings on behalf of the board. I did these
things out of my own pocket to keep gas ballooning alive
and help it thrive in the United States. I have the time and
dedication that I believe is needed to keep the Gas
Division Board a viable and critical entity for those few
who share the love of this sport. I would appreciate your
vote, and I look forward to hearing where you think the
direction of the board should go!
TIM COLE
My reason for running for the board of the gas
division is to try to represent more people without a special
interest. You may remember that I and Dennis Brown
developed the use of anhydrous ammonia as an alternative
lifting gas which allowed many the opportunity to earn
their gas ratings giving a rebirth to gas ballooning and
stimulating the interest of those who thought they would
never be able to afford this chance of flying. Many people
are flying gas balloons which they built themselves, or
have purchased affordable gas balloons, and are enjoying
the sport as it is meant to be.
With more gas pilots and balloons flying at events
each year, sponsor interest and support has kept the cost of

Prime gas ballooning weather is just around the
corner. We are all looking forward to some great
flights in the coming months.
The United States teams are making final
preparations for the 46th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon
Bennett. Seventeen teams from eight nations will fly
from the small town of Chatellerault in west central
France between September 1 and September 3.
The 7th America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race will
be held starting October 5 and all participants are
certainly looking forward to long and exciting flights.
The application period is now closed and 18 teams will
be on hand for another great race from Albuquerque.
The Gas Division board met in May and unanimously
accepted the Albuquerque International Balloon
Fiesta’s offer that the 7th America’s Challenge be
utilized to select next year’s Gordon Bennett qualifiers.
Board elections are here and three candidates, one
incumbent and two new candidates, are running for the
two available Gas Division seats. Randy Woods has
decided not to run after 15 years of service to the Gas
Division. On behalf of the board I would like to thank
Randy for his many years of effort to further gas
ballooning in this country. In addition to his
contributions on the Gas Division board, Randy has
also organized numerous quality gas balloon events
over the years. We will definitely miss his experience
and wisdom.
■
flying affordable. The organizers and staff of these events
have demanded so much control over the pilots, that the best
interest of the pilots is often no longer their primary concern,
and caution displayed by the pilot is criticized by organizers
as a lack of ability to perform to standards displayed by pilots
who may be under pressure to fly, either from misplaced
egos or that this event must take place now. There is a
movement to where some groups are trying to reduce the
number of pilots that can participate in an event and entry has
become a popularity contest.
These problems will not be solved over night. I only
hope to provide an honest, open eyed approach to good
interaction between all parties, if elected to the board.
MARK SULLIVAN
I would like to ask for your support for a director's
position in the Gas Davison of the BFA. I feel I can continue
to contribute to the sport of gas balloon in many ways. I
have been actively involved in helping organize over 20 BFA
Sanctioned gas balloon events in the past, including six FAI
First Category One events. As Chairman (since 1994) of the
FAI Ballooning Commission (CIA) AA/AM working group
Continued on Page 10
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the U.S. positions on balloon issues both in gas and hot
air are listened to and respected. Currently, I am
serving as 3rd Vice President of the CIA.
As gas ballooning is declining in all other gas
ballooning countries, it is growing in the U.S. I feel it
is very important to bring more gas balloon pilots into
the sport. Because of this I have trained numerous
new gas pilots and continue to do so.
For a complete bio of my ballooning experience
please go to www.gasballooning.org
■
Thank you for your support.

GAS ON THE WEB
http://www.spiritoffreedom.com/
Steve Fossett’ s solo flight page.
www.gordonbennett2002.org
http://www.coupegordonbennett.org/”
http://gasballon.be
Gordon Bennett info for this year
http://www.gasballooning.org/
Albuquerque Gas Ballooning Association web
page managed by Harris “Goodie” Goodwin

FIRST CLASS

Peter Cuneo
1209 Florida Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-6801
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