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Troy Bradley Sets AA3 - AA5
Distance Record
by Peter Cuneo & Troy Bradley

Note: See the March/April, 2002 Issue of Ballooning
magazine for articles by Troy and his weatherman,
Lou Billones, giving their views of this outstanding
flight.
On the evening of Thursday, January 3, 2002
Troy Bradley launched from Amarillo, TX in his
brand new, Bert Padelt built, AA3 and flew a distance
of 1,227 miles in 35 hours to set a new distance
record for classes AA3 thru AA5. The old record
stood at 500 miles, set by George Cormier in 1922.
Troy’s average speed of 35 mph was the result of a
combination of very unique weather patterns.
Temperatures were in the 30’s the first night but
dropped into the chilly 20’s for the second night.
Total weight for the 14,000 cubic foot envelope
and system was about 800 pounds including 145 of
pilot (down from Troy’s normal weight of 160). The
landing Saturday morning was in the Enron Valley of
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western Pennsylvania with 50 pounds of ballast in
reserve.
Those of us who were tracking Troy via
the APRS network had a few minutes of worry
when his track permanently died in the middle of a
small lake just over the border in Ohio. We soon
found out that Troy had landed safely though the
tracker had been inadvertently disabled just before
landing.
Troy’s decision to land when he did was
mandated by a turn to the north which was heading
him toward the hill country of Pennsylvania and
unacceptably high winds on the surface were
predicted by weatherman Lou Billones.
Next for Troy may be the current 46 hour AA3
duration record.
■
Editors’ note: The temperatures recorded on Troy’s flight are not
accurate since the instrument is a black box in the sun.
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EDITORS’ COLUMN
by Peter Cuneo & Barbara Fricke

First, sincere congratulations to Troy Bradley
for his extraordinary effort in breaking a record
that has been on the books since 1922.
Second, there have been no sightings of
homeward bound geese…yet! If you are
wondering what this is about: we, your editors,
where invited to participate in a passive migration
experiment in Virginia for a group of
environmentalists. It was a wonderful opportunity
for us to use our gas balloon in a very nontraditional way. We hope you will enjoy reading
about this in the article starting on page 3. Now,
please contribute some articles on your own
flights, past or present, so you won’t have to read
about any more of our flights!
So on to other thoughts. Gas ballooning seems
to be weathering the effects of recent world events
and if not exactly booming, it is at least coping.
The U.S. influence continues to grow thanks to
Mark Sullivan, Richard Abruzzo and the BFA gas
division. Mark has secured FAI First Category
Event designation for this year’s Fiesta’s 7th
America’s Challenge Gas Race. He is also
working on other items, one of which is a
hydrogen gas balloon port for Albuquerque (more
info soon).
The Albuquerque balloon club, AAAA, held a
gas balloon seminar recently with 40 interested
attendees to hear local gas pilots, a weatherman, a
gas supplier, and a gas event organizers/pilot.
Albuquerque now has four hydrogen certified gas
balloons and the interest in our sport is growing
here. A fun flight is scheduled for late April.
Finally, best wishes go to Ed Yost who is on
the move again after a short stay in the Taos, NM
hospital. Also, best wishes to Tami and Troy
Bradley on the birth of Robert Todd Bradley on
■
April 6th at 4:42am.

Peter & Barbara
DISCLAIMER: Information contained in this newsletter is the
most up-to-date and correct information possible. The editors,
the BFA and its Gas Division officers are not responsible for
the accuracy of the material printed. Opinions expressed in it
are solely those of the individual authors and are not an
expression of the official views of the editors, the officers of
the BFA or its Gas Division.

2002 Gordon Bennett
The 46th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett will be held
in Châtellerault, France. The events begin with the opening
ceremony on August 30 which coincides with the closing of
the World Hot Air Balloon Championship. Launch window
is August 31 to September 2, 2002.
No BFA sanctioned qualifying race was held in 2001.
In this case the BFA rules specify that the previous year’s
qualifying pilots are selected. The top three qualifying
pilots from the 2000 qualifier were David Levin, Richard
Abruzzo, and Troy Bradley. Troy has decided not to
participate this time. Therefore, the first alternate, Shane
Robinson, will be the third U.S. pilot. As of press time,
David is planning to fly with Mark Sullivan. Richard and
Carol Rymer Davis will team upa gain while Shane has not
determined who will be his co-pilot.
The editors of this newsletter join all gas balloon pilots
in wishing all of the U.S. teams good luck and hope that the
Gordon Bennett race will return to the U.S. for 2003.
www.ffaerostation.org (all in French)
www.gordonbennett2002.org

2003 Centennial of Flight
Celebration – Gas Flight
As part of the national 2003 Centennial of Flight
Celebration, RE/MAX has joined with the Inventing Flight
celebration occurring in Dayton, Ohio as a sponsor for the
Centennial’s ballooning events. The RE/MAX Balloon
Celebration will include an invitation-only gas balloon race
as well as hot air balloon mass ascensions and an evening
glow. Balloon events are scheduled for July 4-6.
The gas balloon race will be open to 20 balloons and
will launch from the U.S. Air Force Museum in Dayton,
Ohio. The object will be to fly to Kitty Hawk, N.C., site of
the Wright Brothers’ first powered flight, Dec. 17 1903. The
winner will be the balloon landing closest to the flight
marker on the Outer Banks in N.C. A launch window from
July 4 to 6 will make it “pilot’s choice” to launch whenever
the conditions are deemed right to get to Kitty Hawk.
The Inventing Flight celebration in Dayton, Ohio is July
3-20, 2003 and includes many events in addition to
ballooning. These include, but are not limited to, a blimp
meet, an aviation symposium, a National Aviation Hall of
Fame celebration, air shows, and much more.
For more information, check out these web sites:
www.remax.com
www.inventingflight.com
www.centennialofflight.gov

■
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Gas & Geese in Virginia
by Peter Cuneo

In August of 1977, Tony Fairbanks, the
legendary American balloonist, took his hydrogen
balloon, La Coquette (N9074H), to the Flying Circus
Aerodrome in Bealeton, Virginia to participate in a
combined World War I air show and hot air balloon
rally. This was to be the last free flight for La
Coquette, already famous for its appearance in the
1955 movie Around the World in 80 Days. Tony’s
son, Michael Fairbanks would use a photo of La
Coquette at Bealeton for the cover of his 1979 book,
Down One Diamond. This flight might very
possibly have had one further distinction. It seems
to have been the only gas balloon flight to have both
launched and landed in Virginia since perhaps the
US Civil War. For many reasons including terrain,
prevailing wind direction and proximity to the
Atlantic Ocean, Virginia does not seem to be the
ideal choice for gas ballooning.
Now fast forward to the summer of 2001 and a
phone call from a BFA board member asking me to
deal with an inquiry about gas ballooning. At first it
seemed that Amy Harney had only general questions
about the size, cost, flight duration and lifting ability
of a typical gas balloon, and her reason behind her
interest was not obvious. After several more phone
calls and some not so subtle attempts by me to
interest Amy in phone numbers for other more
knowledgeable gas balloonists, she ‘fessed up that a
real honest-to-goodness gas flight was being
planned. More questions, “Did she have a balloon or
pilot in mind?”, “No, would I be interested?”, “Not
sure, tell me more.”
The flight was to track down the eastern
seaboard from Virginia to North or South Carolina.
A quick look at prevailing winds convinced me that
it would take a much more skilled pilot than myself
to pull this off. Still more questions from me: “Why
was this track desired and wouldn’t you really like to
talk to someone closer to her about this?” Turns out
that Amy is the project manager for a migration
experiment which is the joint venture of
Environmental Studies at Airlie Foundation and the
Sky Calypso Society, two non-profit organizations,
that hope their project will further efforts to
reintroduce trumpeter swan migration routes down
the east coast of the U.S. A plan was being hatched
to show the birds a migration route, suspended from
cages beneath a gas balloon with the hope that they

would return to their northern habitat the following
spring, having learned the route. This unusual
technique is a variation on 11 years of experiments
conducted by Environmental Studies, in collaboration
with Canadian-based Operation Migration(OM),
teaching migration routes to waterfowl using ultralight
aircraft. The 1996 movie Fly Away Home was roughly
based on the pioneering flight of Bill Lishman,
Canadian sculptor, pilot, and founder of OM, leading
imprinted geese on the first ultralight-led migration
from Canada to the wildlife research center in Virginia
called Environmental Studies at Airlie. The film
culminated in the triumphant springtime return of the
birds to Canada.

Continued on Page 4
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Sky Calypso Society and Environmental
Studies joint experiment, “Ballooning with Branta
canadensis” (BBC), would also use common
Canada geese (Branta canadensis) to validate the
technique with the hope of switching to rare
trumpeter swans in phase two of the experiment.
However in this case, the birds would be
completely wild, hatch year birds, rather than the
hand-raised imprinted birds (imprinting occurs
when newly hatched birds develop a strong
emotional attachment to the first living being that
tends them, viewing this person, as their parent),
that followed the ultralight on a migration, viewing
pilot and aircraft as a surrogate parent to show them
the way.
The plan here was to start from Airlie and to
carry the birds airborne over the route in cages for a
so-called “passive migration”. The Sky Calypso
Society eventually hopes to adapt their remote
controlled airship for this task, but until it is funded
and built, it was decided to test the newly conceived
Passive Migration technique using a free gas balloon.
It was hoped that if the bird’s viewed the route from
the air they could gather enough information to
return home in the spring.
After many phone calls, much negotiating and
even a consultation trip back east by co-pilot Barbara
Fricke, the launch site was moved fifteen miles west
to a polo field near the small town of Sperryville.

The destination was changed to southeastern Virginia
and our weather guy was put on alert for just the right
weather. Our desired track had now backed a bit
west of pure south to south-south-east and our total
desired distance dropped from 350 to 150 miles for
this, the initial trial flight. This greatly improved our
still somewhat tenuous odds of getting into the air.
Proper timing called for a launch as soon as safely
possible behind an eastward moving cold front with
the proper direction persisting for perhaps an eight to
twelve hour window. After that, a high would most
likely move in and wind speeds would drop
dramatically and direction would change.
Flight details were discussed. It was decided that
the cages should be suspended from the load ring and
would hang well below the basket on a pulley system.
The birds would be released as we flew low over a
convenient pond by pulling up the cages and opening
a trap door. BBC project personnel cornered the local
supply of PVC tubing while perfecting their cage
design. We estimated the payload of cages and geese
to weigh about 200 pounds. Wild geese were caught,
caged and hauled up a flagpole to see how they would
react to their airborne prison. The FSDO was
consulted to confirm that hanging an extra 200
pounds from the load ring was not considered a major
structural modification, and thus no paperwork trail
was required. Weight and balance calculations
showed ample lift for the projected eight to ten hour
flight. Our balloon system was shipped to Virginia
from Albuquerque to await the perfect storm. A
somewhat reasonably priced helium source was
found. The targeted landing zone was surveyed for
likely ponds. Sky Calypso Society founder/ hot air
balloonist, Harry “Skip” Darlington IV and
Environmental Studies ultralight pilot, Brooke
Pennypacker were recruited as flight crew and goose
keepers in case of any unexpected avian activity
while in the air. Amy used her natural charm to

Continued on Page 5
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sweet talk a Virginia hot air balloonist into agreeing to
fly alongside us with photographers for the first hour
of our flight. This was becoming a major production.
At this point two things happened, first the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
and the U. S. Department of the Interior started
playing “tag-you’re it” with the required permit
paperwork to allow transportation of the geese.
Second, September 11 happened. Initially, all VFR
flights were grounded. Later the Class B airspace
around Dulles airport was closed to us down to the
surface and flight over nuclear power plants was
prohibited. About now, our local bookie service was
offering long odds against us getting airborne much
less finding a pond to be the birds’ new home.
But as airspace slowly reopened to VFR flight,
the weather looked good and we found ourselves at
the Albuquerque airport going thru the metal
detector with a suspicious assortment of aviation
radios, trackers, barographs, GPS’s, satellite phones
and other miscellaneous battery operated items.
Once past the interrogators and awaiting boarding, a
last minute page changed our plans and sent us home
swearing not to try that again. Two weeks later we
did and arrived in Virginia one week before
Christmas to a very cordial welcome from Amy and
clan. These folks were wonderful, putting Barbara
and me up on the grounds of a bucolic wildlife
preserve, feeding us royally and loaning us a car,
complete with vanity license plate “TRUMPTER”.
All from folks who I had never set eyes on before
and who might be really disappointed if we didn’t
get their birds in the air.
In addition to Amy, the BBC cast included Amy’s
boss Harry “Skip” Darlington IV, Dr. Bill Sladen,
Director of Environmental Studies, respected
ornithologist and eighty year young inspiration for the
project, and Brooke Pennypacker, an ultralight pilot
who had also led swan migrations. I only became
convinced of Bill Sladen’s age when we attended his
eighty-first birthday party on the second day of our

visit. Among other things he served as a doctor during
the London blitz of World War II, was the first to find
DDT in penguins at the South Pole, served as consultant
on the previously mentioned movie Fly Away Home, and
was married to a wonderful lady, Jocelyn.
After arriving on Tuesday, the weather pattern
slowed and the perfect launch hour was predicted to be
about 3:00 o’clock Saturday morning. The BBC brain
trust vetoed this hour in favor of first light to allow
better photography of the launch. The down side of this
was a more easterly curve late in the flight that would
take us towards the coast, but that was not serious for
the trial flight. We laid out the system at the polo field/
launch site on a still gusty Friday afternoon in daylight
and returned about 3:30 am to start the inflation. Winds
were now calm but temperatures were in the twenties
and the heavy evening dew had caused our sandbags to
freeze. The arrival of the hot air crew with the makings
of a much appreciated bonfire helped to ward off the
cold and a log was used to beat the sand into
submission.
By first light about twenty vehicles of curious
bystanders had collected to watch the launch. Barbara
and Peter were joined in the basket by Brooke and Skip
as a dead calm allowed us to weigh off and rise to about
forty feet above ground on a tether. We lowered the first
cage to about ten feet below basket level then second
cage was set at fifteen feet to stagger the two cages and
provide maximum visibility for the birds. At exactly
sunrise, the hot air balloon, piloted by Reed Basely,
launched and rose above us. We popped the quick
release and slowly followed Reed up to a stunning view
of the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains and
Shenandoah National Park. Initial track was easterly but
quickly turned southerly with altitude just as our
weatherman, Don Day, had predicted. We chose an
altitude of 4,000ft MSL to mimic the geese’s normal
flight level. Reed made several passes above and below
us while managing to stay remarkably close for a good
hour into the flight. The geese were unexpectedly
docile, perhaps even blasé to the point where we worried
that they were not taking good enough notes to navigate
the return flight.
We flew south at a leisurely 10-15 mph for the next
four hours and around noon Skip broke out a gourmet
lunch consisting of organic chicken broth, smoked
salmon on cocktail rye with Belgium butter, Gruyere
cheese, roast duck, tabbouleh, and English shortbread
cookies We were now tracking directly over a wide
spot in the North Anna River called Lake Anna and were
starting to slowly take a more easterly track. Just
coming across a bridge over the lake, our entourage of
continued on page 6
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four chase vehicles got their first visual on us since
launch. Proceeding down the lake we were heading
directly toward a nuclear power plant on the lake. A
few rapid phone calls confirmed that we did have
permission to over fly. We observed a small plane
directly overfly the plant at about 2,000 ft just before
we followed suite. Another amused call from the
chase crew set us studying the terrain for a message
from a friend of Skip’s who lived in the area. I can
now confirm that two and a half rolls of toilet paper is
an ample supply to fill a front yard with a “HI SKIP”
that is clearly visible from 4,000 ft.
As we crossed Interstate 95 going due east, ponds
were getting more frequent but roads for the chase
crew were becoming scarcer. It was important to
observe the candidate pond from the ground before
releasing the geese to be sure it would provide a
suitable habitat for the wintering geese. As the
descending balloon and grounded chase vehicles
converged on Collin’s Pond, a last minute decision
sent the airborne goose handlers scrambling to open
both cages and free ten Branta canadensis. The geese
formed two perfect V’s and headed down to join their
brethren on the pond. Meanwhile, the loss of 100
pounds of bird flesh sent the balloon into 1,000 feet
per minute ascent and required some determined
valving to level out at 3,000 ft.
We now scouted for our own landing spot amidst
the sound of reports from deer rifles and warnings
from the chase crew that there were hunters in the
area. About an hour after the release we set down in
calm winds on a small grass airstrip near Sparta,
Virginia. Rather than deflate immediately, we used
the trail rope to give tethered rides to the occupants of
the four chase vehicles. A champagne celebration at a
local pizza parlor and a short drive back to Airlie
brought the curtain down on perhaps the first gas
balloon flight in Virginia in many years.
■
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2002 Gas Division Officers
CHAIRMAN
Richard Abruzzo - term expires: 2004
(505) 856-6419
6620 Paddington NE, Albuq., NM 87111
groms@sandiapeak.com
VICE-CHAIRMAN
Bert Padelt - term expires: 2003
(610) 845-7857
P. O. Box 183, Bally, PA 19503
bestavi@aol.com
SECRETARY
Mark Sullivan - term expires: 2002
439 Live Oak Loop NE, Albuq., NM 87122
msullivn@nm.net
TREASURER
John R. Kugler - term expires: 2003
(308) 345-6577
2201 Ponderosa, McCook, NE 69001
jethro@flynh3.com
DIRECTORS
Rusty Elwell - term expires: 2004
(806) 355-6012
P. O. Box 50546, Amarillo, TX 79159
rustybd@apl.com
Randy Woods - term expires: 2002
(314) 993-1044
2105 S Warson Road, St. Louis, MO 63124
rwoods@teamrat.com
BFA BOARD LIAISON
Robert Willbanks
(770) 972-1741
2868A Lenora Rd., Snellville, GA 30278
balloon@mindspring.com

2000 Oldsmobile Classic Refunds
Pilots who entered the gas event of the 2000
Oldsmobile Balloon Classic in Danville, Illinois should
now have been refunded their $1500 entry fee. A letter
from event director, Ron Crick, stated due to “...uncertainty
of sponsor monies, the lack of grant money, and the risk
that naturally goes with an outdoor event, it was in the best
interest of the event and community to cancel the (2002)
event. We are looking forward to 2003.”
■

Chairman’s Column
by Richard Abruzzo

Last August, I reported that the Gas Division
would request the FAI Ballooning Commission, the
international organizing body of our sport, to review
the issue of handicap ballast and inform the United
States as to the most equitable way to conduct a
mixed-gas balloon competition. The request urged
the FAI to provide direction on this issue prior to the
2002 gas balloon season. The FAI responded that
they would take the issue under consideration and
report their finding at their March meeting in Riga,
Latvia.
The FAI has met and their position is “that any
advantage hydrogen may have over helium is
minimal and inconsequential when compared to
other factors such as pilot skill, weather, and
equipment.” This position is backed up by the FAI
having just granted Category One status, it’s highest
and most prestigious sanction, to the 7th America’s
Challenge, approving the use of helium and
hydrogen with no requirement for handicap ballast.
In light of these developments, the Gas Division
Board has unanimously passed a motion to modify
the existing rule 5.14 of the Gas Balloon Division,
Sanctioned Competition Rules and Regulations. The
rule now reads, “In the event that both helium and
hydrogen are available for a single event, neither
hydrogen or helium balloons will be required to
carry non-usable ballast.”
In other news, you may have read that
sentencing took place this winter for Ryan Simpson
and Betty Jo Simpson who shot at a gas balloon
piloted by Stan Wereschuk and Bud Throop in 1999.
You might recall that Ryan’s mother, Betty Jo,
spotlighted the balloon while her son fired a highpowered rifle about 10 times at the aircraft. They
both were assessed a $2,000 fine and ordered to pay
lost wages to the pilots (I assume for the time Stan
and Bud spent attending the trial in South Dakota).
Additionally, the mother received 3 years probation
and the son was given 10 months in jail with 2 years
parole. That seems like not nearly enough but it is
comforting that at least they were caught.
■
Bert Padelt and Rusty Elwell will be the nominating
committee for this year’s Gas Division Board Elections.
Please contact them if you would like to be nominated.■
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Gas on Web,
2002 America’s Challenge
2002 America’s Challenge

7th America’s Challenge October 5-10, 2002,
Albuquerque, NM (505) 821-1000. Application is
available on Fiesta’s web site:
www.balloonfiesta.com.
PLEASE SEND ALL SUBMISSIONS TO:
PETER CUNEO
1209 FLORIDA NE
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87110-6801
e-mail: peter.cuneo@lmco.com

GAS ON THE WEB
http://www.lockheedmartin.com/akron/protech/aer
oweb/aerostat/haa.htm
21st Century Goodyear blimp for surveillance
http://www.gasballon.be/foto/extra1.html
http://www.gasballon.be/foto/extra2.html
Fine slide shows of 2002 Linde-Wasen-Cup
www.gasballon.be
Belgium national balloon site
www.ffaerostation.org
Fèdèration Francaise d’Aèrostation
www.gordonbennet2002.org
info on 2002 Gordon Bennett
www.remax.com
info on 2003 gas flight from Dayton, Ohio
www.inventingflight.com
info on all events happening in Dayton, Ohio
www.centennialofflight.gov/
info on all 2003 centennial flight events

FIRST CLASS

Peter Cuneo
1209 Florida Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110-6801
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